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What is claimed is: 
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1, witness system, comprising 
confirmation document making means for making 

conf irrra^tion documents for each buyer record, based 
on a sel\er record, or records, sent from a seller, 

sendii^g means for sending to the witness documents 
prepared according to said confirmation document 
making means \ and for sending said documents from said 
witness to said seller, 

conf irmatioitt means for confirmation by said seller 
that the content\of said seller record, or records, 
is in agreement wl^th the content of said documents 
sent according to s^d sending means, 

a witness to confirm that said documents are 
accurate, when said agreement is confirmed according 
to said confirmation meante, and 

memory means for storing in memory documents 
confirmed by said witness, 

2. A witness system according to claim 1, wherein 
a buyer makes said confirmation documents. 
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3. A witness system according to claim 1, wherein 

when said witness confirms the confirmation 
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documents, said witness notifies both the buyer and 
seller of the confirmation. 

4. A witness system according to claim 1, wherein 

when said confirmation documents are sent from 
said seller to said witness, said documents are 
registered, and the fact that said documents are 
registered is confirmed. 

5 A witness system according to claim 1, wherein 

when said contents do not agree, as determined 
according to said confirmation means, said witness is 
notified of the substantive disagreement. 

6. A witness system according to claim 1, wherein 
the storing in memory of said documents according 

to said memory means is undertaken with respect to 
each buyer and each seller. 

7. XrT^aQCOunt settlement system, comprising 
notarizatit>cx^^^document making means for making 

notarization documervtrSs^or said each buyer record, 
based on seller records seri*tevfrom said buyer, 

sending means for sending^'^vt;© a notarization 
authority documents made accordjryia to said 
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^otarizatiion document: making means, and for sending 
sa^id documents from said notarization authority to 
sarpl seller, 

confirmation means by which said seller confirms 
whether the contents of said seller records are in 
agreem^t with the contents of records sent according 
to said g^nding means, 

a witness that includes a notarization authority 
that certifies the fact that said documents are 
accurate, when\^aid substantive agreement is confirmed 
according to sa:^ci confirmation means 

memory means \f or storing in memory documents 
notarized by said wVtness, 

detailed payment^ statement making means for 
making, with reference \o said notarization documents 
stored in memory accordi>ng to said memory means, a 
detailed payment statement,\upon which payment to said 
seller by said buyer is to b^ based, 

funds transfer request m^ns for requesting a 
transfer of funds based on detailed payment 

statement made according to said^ detailed payment 
statement making means, and 

notification means for notifying ^aid witness of 
a transfer of funds, when funds are 1?sransf erred to 
said seller based on a funds transfer request 




0-/ 



62 

according to saiS^ funds transfer request means. 

8 . An account settlement system using a witness 
system according to claim 7, wherein 

said detailed payment statement is made in 
accordance with payment terms . 



9. An account settlement system using a witness 
system according to claim 8, wherein 

10 said payment terms are managed by said witness. 

10. An account settlement system usirtg a witness 
system according to claim 7, wherein 

said seller checks said detailed payment statement 
15 against documents stored in memory according to said 
memory means. 

11. An account settlement system utilizing a witness 
system according to claim 7, wherein 

20 making of said detailed payment statement is 

undertaken by said buyer. 
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12. An account settlement system utilizing a witness 
system according to claim 1 , wherein 

making of said detailed payment statement is 
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undertaken by said witness . 

13. An account settlement system utilizing a witness 
system according to claim 12 , wherein 

said buyer checks said detailed payment statement 
in accordance with documents stored in memory 
according to said memory means . 

14. An account settlement system utilizing the 
witness system according to claim 7, wherein 

when said witness system notarizes notarization 
documents, notification of said notarization is given 
to both the buyer and seller. 

15. account settlement system utilizing a witness 
system, oomprising 

notariz^stion document making means for making 
notarization dbquments for each said seller record 
based on seller reb<^ds sent from the seller, 

sending means foH. sending to a notarization 
authority documents m^e according to said 
notarization document makings^eans, and for sending 
said documents from said notarization authority to 
said buyer, 

confirmation means for conf irmatioK by said buyer 
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as to whether the contents of said buyer record are 
in^greement with the contents of said documents sent 
according to said sending means, 

a witness to certify that said documents are 
accurate, \7hen said substantive agreement is confirmed 
according to\said confirmation means, 

memory means for storing in memory documents 
notarized by saicbv witness, 

detailed paymenV statement making means for making 
by said buyer, with reference to said documents stored 
in memory according to &aid memory means, a detailed 
payment statement upon whi^h payment by the buyer to 
the seller is based* \ 

request means for requesting a financial 
institution to issue a check to s^d buyer, based on 
a detailed payment statement made according to said 
detailed payment statement making meariK. 

16. An account settlement system utilizing the 
witness system according to claim 15, wherein 

said financial institution notifies said witness 
when a check is issued based on said check issue 
request • 



17. An account settlement system utilizing a witness 
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sVs-bem, comprising 

\ notarization document making means for making 
not^ization documents for said each seller record, 
based\pn seller records sent from the seller, 

sending means for sending to a notarization 
authority; documents made according to said 
notarization document making means, and for sending 
said documeniss from said notarization authority to the 
seller, \ 

conf irmationv means for the seller to confirm 
whether the contents of said seller record are in 
agreement with theXcontents of said documents sent 
according to said sending means, 

a witness to certify that said documents are 
correct, when substantive agreement between said 
documents and seller records, is confirmed according to 
said confirmation means, \ 

memory means for storingX in memory documents 
notarized by said witness, \ 

detailed payment statement Vaking means for 
making, with reference to said docmnents stored in 
memory according to said memory mearis, a detailed 
payment statement upon which is based paWient by said 
buyer to said seller, and 

request means for requesting a Vinancial 
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institutior\to issue a note to said buyer. 

18. An account settlement system utilizing a witness 
system according to claim 17, wherein 

said witness is notified when said financial 
institution has issued a note based on said note 
issuance request. 

19. An account settlement system according to claim 
7, wherein 

at the time said detailed payment statement is 
made, set-off processing is performed when said buyer 
is possessed of a receivable against said seller. 

20. A witness system according to claim 1, wherein 
said witness confirms in advance a buyer and a 

seller and utilizes an authentication certificate when 
performing any procedure. 

21. An account settlement system utilizing said 
witness system according to claim 7, wherein 

said witness confirms in advance a buyer and a 
seller and utilizes an authentication certificate when 
performing any procedure. 
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22, A witness system according to claim 1, wherein 
data transmitted among said witness, buyer, and 

seller, are encoded. 

23. An account settlement system utilizing said 
witness system according to claim 7, wherein 

data transmitted among said witness, buyer, and 
seller, are encoded. 

24. A witness system according to claim 20, wherein 
said witness notarizes said transmitted data. 

25, X. method for document confirmation by a witness 
system, \comprising 

a confirmatory document making process for making 
conf irmatory^documents for said each seller record, 
based on a seiier record sent from a seller, 

a sending p^cess for sending to a witness 
documents made ahpording to said confirmatory 
document, and for sending said documents from said 
witness to said seller, \ 

a confirmation process whereby said seller 
confirms whether the conterv^ of said seller record 
are in agreement with the contents of said documents 
sent according to said sending pbsx)cess. 
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notification process whereby a witness, when 
confirming substantive agreement according to said 
confirmation process, confirms that said documents are 
accuratA and notifies said buyer and said seller of 
said conM.rmation, and 

a memoW process whereby said confirmed documents 
are stored ^n memory. 

26. An accounic settlement method utilizing a witness 
system, comprising 

a notarizaticjn document making process to make 
notarization documents for said each seller record, 
based on a seller record sent from a seller, 

a sending process to send to a notarization 
authority documents \. made according to said 
notarization document mafti.ng process, 

a confirmation process whereby said seller 
confirms whether the conten^ of said seller record 
are in agreement with the contents of said documents 
sent according to said sending process, 

a notification process whereby >a witness notarizes 
that said documents are accurate and notifies said 
buyer and said seller of said notarizaJtion, when said 
substantive agreement is confirmed according to said 
confirmation process, \ 
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memory process for storing in memory said 
notari^zed documents, 

a detailed payment making process for making, with 
referenc^ to said notarization documents stored in 
memory according to said memory process, a detailed 
payment sta^ment upon which is based payment by said 
buyer to sai<fk seller , and 

a funds transfer request process for requesting 
the transfer oA funds to said seller, based on a 
detailed payment \statement made according to said 
detailed payment s-ratement making process. 

27. A computer-readable memory medium containing a 
program causing a completer to execute the document 
confirmation processes peMormed by a witness system, 
comprising \ 

a confirmatory document mafeing process to make for 
each said seller record a conf irn^tory document, based 
on a seller record sent from a seller, 

a sending process to send to a fitness documents 
made according to said confirmatory idocument making 
process, and for sending said documentsVto said buyer 
and said seller, \ 

a confirmation process whereby saixJ seller 
confirms whether the contents of said sellet record 
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in agreement with contents of said documents sent 
according to said sending process, 

\a notification process whereby a witness confirms 
that ^aid documents are accurate and notifies said 
buyer and said seller of said confirmation, when said 
substan"ra.ve agreement is confirmed according to said 
confirmatYon process, and 

a memoty process for storing in memory said 
confirmed do(cuments* 

28. A computerr-readable memory medium containing a 
program to causeV a computer to execute an account 
settlement processVising a witness system, comprising 

a notarization dl^cument making process for making 
for said each seller rvecord a notarization document, 
based on a seller recorol^^ sent from a seller, 

a sending process for^ sending to a notarization 
authority documents maote according to said 
notarization document making process, and for sending 
said documents from said notarvization authority to 
said seller, \ 

a confirmation process whereby said seller 
confirms whether the contents of sam seller record 
and the contents of said documents sent according to 
said sending process are in agreement, \ 
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notification process whereby a witness notarizes 
the f^ct that said documents are accurate and notifies 
said buft^er and said seller of said notification, when 
said sutJ^tantive agreement is confirmed according to 
said confirmation process, 

a memdry process for storing in memory said 
notarized ddpuments , 

a detail^ payment statement making process for 
making, with reference to said notarization documents 
stored in a memory according to said memory process, 
a detailed payment statement upon which is based 
payment by said buver to said seller, and 

a funds transfe\ request process for requesting 
that funds be transferred to said seller, based on a 
detailed payment stat^ent made according to said 
detailed payment statement making process. 



29. A witness system, compVising 

first computing means foA making document data, 
20 second computing means for d9nfirming the contents 

of said document data, and 

third computing means for sto:^ng in memory said 
confirmed document data, or \for performing 
notarization of said document data, 
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ijtness system according to claim 29, wherein 



ta are executed according 



ing means . 



substantive 
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A witness system according to claim 29, wherein 



said document data comprise at least one of either 
a written will, written contract, written application, 
private communication, written report, or written 
summons, or a combination thereof. 

32. A witness system according to claim 29, wherein 

said first computing means encodes the said 
document data, transmits said data to said second 
computing means through said third computing means, 
confirms the contents of and further encodes said 
data, sends said data to said third computing means, 
and 

said third computing means further encodes the 
data sent from said second computing means and sends 
said data to said first or second computing means, or 
both. 



33. A witness system according to claim 32, wherein 
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with respect: to data transmitted among said first, 
second, and third computing means, a public access key 
for the sending side is sent in advance to the 
receiving side, and a receiving side public access key 
is sent to the transmitting side, 

a message, obtained by combining 

(a) a message encoded with a sender secrecy 
key and further encoded by DES 

and 

(b) DES-decoding DEK, encoded with a 
receiver's public access key, is transmitted as 
transmission data, and, at said receiving side, said 
transmission data is received, DEK produced therefrom 
by decoding said data with a secrecy key corresponding 
to said public access key, 

data encoded with DES is encoded with DEK, and 
data decoded by said sender-side secrecy key is 

compounded by means of said sender side public access 

key. 

4. account settlement system, comprising 

paymertfe^^request means for making a detailed 

statement of a^'^p^wient object and for sending a 

payment request, and ^^^^^^ 

comparison means for compar*i^^g a detailed payment 
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statement transmitted according to said payment 
request means wsith a seller-side sales record. 



